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From its early days in 1979, the 
Delta Power Group (builder of Delta 
RIBs) has grown to become one 
of the most successful and highly 
regarded designers and builders of 
commercial RIBs and craft for the 
world market.

It has aimed to produce the best 
boats in its class and has never 
compromised on this policy by 
downgrading quality or build 
standard to accommodate a 
less demanding leisure clientele. 
Delta RIBs have always been built 
to satisfy the far more stringent 
demands of the commercial market. 
Delta was also one of the first RIB 
manufacturers to design in 3D 
and to employ specialist Naval 
Architects. In addition, Delta is 
one of the few major Commercial 
RIB builders to run the processes 
of laminating, tube making and 

outfitting completely ’in house’ 
(on its wholly owned, secure 2.2 
acre freehold site) in 79,000 sq.ft 
of covered space. This ensures 
maximum Management and Quality 
Control. Delta is certified to ISO 9001: 
2008 and is able to build under full 
survey of all the major Classification 
Societies.

As a result, Delta’s extensive 
international client base now includes 
ERRV, Marine Police, Border Control, 
Customs & Excise, Offshore Oil & Gas 
operators, Navies, Special Forces, 
Coastguards, Search & Rescue 
services, Law enforcement agencies, 
Military and Port Authorities.

Our newsletter covers some of 
the exciting and exacting new 
build contracts from the last year 
(2011/2012)

The 7.00m and 7.50m craft are 
fitted with Yamaha F115 outboard 
motors; while the 8.00m craft come 
with Yamaha F150 outboards with 
the 9m having twin Yamaha F225 
Outboards (225Hp). All of the craft 
exceed the client’s minimum top 
speed requirement of 36knots. 
Seating in the 7m and 7.50m craft 
comprises four Shockwave Shock 
Mitigating seat units and the 8m craft 
are fitted with six Shockwave Shock 
Mitigating Seat units including two 
foldaway seat units. The 9m craft 
have 6 Shockwave suspension seats 
The 7m and 7.50m craft are certified 
for four persons and the 8m and 9m 
craft can carry 6 people including the 
helm.. Safety gear is in accordance 
with the MSO P6 passenger boat 
licensing and the MCA Small 
Commercial Vessel Code. 

In common with other RIBs in the 
Delta range, the hull, sponsons and 
GRP deck fittings are all constructed 
‘in house’ thereby ensuring 
maximum quality control. Major 
fabrications (such as metalwork) 
are undertaken by specialist sub 
contractors while the full fit out 
(including electronics and wiring) is 
carried out by Delta.

The Irish Coastguard decided to 
return to Delta for more new RIBs 
because it has a long-standing and 
successful relationship with the 
company. The performance, sea 
keeping ability and reliability of Delta 
RIBs are well known to the helmsmen 
and crew who operate these craft.
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“In common with other 
RIBs in the Delta range, 
the hull, sponsons and 
GRP deck fittings were 
all constructed ‘in 
house’ thereby ensuring 
maximum quality 
control”

The Irish 
Coastguard RIBs 
specification
l 1 x 7M Delta 700X.  MSO 

Passenger Boat. Licence to 
Category P6, Hull construction 
ISO 12215-5 7m LOA 

l 2 x Delta 750X - MSO Passenger 
Boat Licence to Category P6, 
Hull construction ISO 12215-5 
7.5m LOA 

l 4 x Delta 800SX -  MSO 
Passenger Boat Licence to 
Category P6, Hull construction 
ISO 12215 8m LOA

l  4 x Delta 900SX  built to Irish 
MSO Passenger Boat Licence to 
Category P6, Hull construction 
ISO 12215-5 9m LOA

An unusual and highly specified 
project was completed by Delta 
in mid 2011. They delivered a 
10.80m ERRV Daughter Craft to 
North American Shipbuilders which 
is a special version of the hugely 
successful Phantom model. The 
Phantom and its many variations 
cover the field of offshore ERRV, 
support, stand by, crew transfer, 
rescue and Daughter Craft. 
Propulsion configurations include 
both waterjet and sterndrive 
systems. 

The Arctic vessel is the first of 
its type to be built; the craft is 
deployed in Arctic basins during 

oil exploration activities.  The build 
was so specific that Delta could 
only use build materials specifically 
certified as suitable for use at 
extreme temperatures. Delta also 
had to ensure that systems were 
fully protected; not only for when 
the craft was underway but also 
for when housed on the davit and 
exposed to severe wind chill. As 
an example of the specific needs 
for this vessel, the Radar Scanner 
assembly is housed within a 
secondary heated radome. 

Propelled by twin Yanmar 6LPA-
STZP (315hp) driving Hamilton 
HJ274 waterjets through ZF63C 

gearboxes, it achieves a maximum 
speed of 31.0 knots and cruising 
speed of 22.0 knots. Seating 
includes KAB 525 Suspension 
Seats for three and bench seating 
for 12. Safety equipment is to MCA 
LOADLINE Exemption Equipment 
(UKOOA) and the special Arctic 
environment pack includes 
double glazed windows, heated 
front windows and wipers, dual 
heating systems, engine heating 
system, fuel heating system and 
an upgraded electrical package 
for operational capability down to 
minus 40 C.

Delta’s uncompromising build policy 
achieves results

Daughter Craft built to withstand extreme conditions in the 
Arctic basin breaks new RIB building boundaries. 
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Delta RIBs are 
delivered to the 
Irish Coastguard 
within an exacting 
3 month timescale
Eleven  RIBs  have been delivered 
to the Irish Coastguard in 2011/12. 
This was part of a five year 
programme of replacements and 
updates to its extensive fleet of 
search and rescue craft. This part of 
the contract was for RIBs; namely 
one x DELTA 7m X, two x DELTA 
7.50m Xs, four x DELTA 8m Super 
Xs and 4 x 9m Delta900SX. 

The demanding delivery schedule 
requested was just three months, 
with tests and trials taking place 
throughout  January. The contract 
formed part of the Irish Coast 
Guard’s new programme for 
replacement of older Delta RIBs first 
delivered in the early 1990s as well 
as of more recently delivered boats 
supplied by competitors. The Irish 
Coast Guard comprises 54 Coast 
Guard units covering the whole 
coast (encompassing the Irish 
Sea and Atlantic seaboard) - so it 
needed rugged and reliable RIBs 
that can fulfil search and rescue 
operations in the most demanding 
of conditions.

“The performance, sea keeping ability and reliability of Delta RIBs are well 
known to the helmsmen and crew from the Irish Coastguard, who operate these 
craft” 

“Our commitment to 
proactive development 
and our willingness to 
collaborate with our 
clients on design and 
innovation, guarantees 
our worldwide 
reputation”

“Visitors will be able 
to see a Delta RIB on 
the water at Seawork 
2012”
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Seven Area 
Rescue’s new 4.5m 
(450Recue) Lifeboat 
exploits Delta’s 
unique skills
When SARA, “Severn Area 
Rescue Association” required a 
replacement RIB for their RNLI 
D-Class lifeboat for use on the 
Severn Estuary, they came to 
Delta. To achieve the sponson 
mounted equipment requirement, 
the unique skills of the Delta rubber 
department was fully exploited to 
achieve a RIB of exceptional quality 
and usability. Delta delivered a 
4.5m LOA 450Rescue. Built to MCA 
Rescue Boat Code with a 40HP 
Mariner Marathon engine, which 
fully laden is capable of speeds of 
up to 23.7 knots. 
The craft is built to MCA Rescue 
Boat Code safety kit requirements 
and can carry up to 4 Persons 
onboard. Configurations of 1 crew 
and 3 passengers, or 2 crew and 2 
passengers or even 3 crew and 1 
passenger depending...

A second Delta 650X, MCA Rescue 
Boat Code (6.5m LOA) will be 
delivered to SARA in May 2012, as 
a replacement for their old Delta 
RIB which has been in service at 
the Sharpness Lifeboat Station 
since 1997! They need to be able 
to carry a casualty on an A-frame 
mounted stretcher and Delta were 

able to incorporate this into the 
design. Also, the employment of 
the Delta Tri-console configuration 
is a specific need of the rescue 
organisation. A removable tow post 
was also required for towing duties 
as the rescue service often rescue 
stranded boats in the estuary. 
Powered by Twin Mariner Optimax 
90 (90HP) and capable of speeds of 
up to 32 knots, carrying a maximum 
3 Crew including the helmsman and 
up to 3 Survivors.

“They need to be able 
to carry a casualty 
on an A-frame 
mounted stretcher 
and Delta were able to 
incorporate this into  
the design”

Offshore operator 
SAIPEM, takes 
delivery of a third 
Delta RIB 
A third 8m Delta SX Workboat/crew 
transfer craft has been supplied 
to the same customer, Saipem for 
use as a Crew Transfer/Workboat 
onboard Saipem7000, the world’s 
second largest Crane vessel. The 
two previous deliveries were for 
the same specification and build 

Lake Geneva 
Police has a new 
6.8m RIB to help 
with search and 
rescue
The Geneva Police already had 
a larger 7.9m X range Delta RIB 
operating on Lake Geneva and 
needed a smaller 6.8m version 
that could be trailed. It had to be 
fully mobile and easy to launch 
anywhere, quickly. It was needed 
for lake patrol, surveillance, rescue, 
border patrol, and as a dive boat.   
A stipulation was for longevity.

Specifically adapted to Swiss 
regulations, Delta supplied a 
6.8m RIB with fitted Yamaha 
F300B engine, giving a 36 knot 
cruising speed. To comply with 
the regulations, the fuel system is 
fully removable for inspection and 
maintenance. Seating includes 
jockey pods for the Helm and 
Navigator, utilising deck space 
to accommodate for up to 4 
passengers. Safety equipment 
complies with ACPO regulations. 
There is also a self-righting A frame 

and substantial forward and aft tow 
posts.Special features included a 
robust hybrid collar with a foam 
filled inflatable bladder, achieving 
exceptional sea keeping, even when 
the internal bladder is punctured. 
A valuable capability for craft that may 
encounter tube damage. Delta has 
been producing its own special hybrid 
collars for over eight years now.

And a nice touch; Delta was asked 
to put a Union Jack alongside 
its livery to show that this was a 
British-built quality boat. Delta now 
includes the Union Jack alongside 
its livery on all builds, unless 
specifically requested not to.  
The RIB was delivered in 2011  
and has been in use since.

A tough military 
type specification 
was given to 
Delta for TV 
documentary boat
Fishbone productions in Italy 
wanted a quality built tough military/
commercial daughter craft RIB and 
a Delta fitted the bill. A Delta 650X 

(6.5m) was supplied, having been 
constructed in accordance with MGN 
280N. The boats main use is as a line 
fishing vessel for “big fish” fishing 
television documentaries. 

There were some special instructions. 
It had to incorporate a fold-down 
bimini, a carbon fibre oxygenating 
live fish well, a 4-point lift, an autopilot 
and waterjet propulsion. The 6.5m RIB 
has been fitted with a Volvo Penta D3 
(220Hp) and Hamilton 213 Waterjet, 
along with an autopilot to achieve 
another requirement,  which was to 
hold a 1.5knot continuous speed 
when trolling. It was fitted with 1 Seat 
and a folding  Delta bench seat, so 
can carry 2 crew and a maximum of 
three passengers, including the helm. 
It reaches speeds of up to 29knots, 
fully laden. 

and were designed and developed 
to meet the clients specific 
requirements . The three needed to 
comply with MCA category 3 with 
YDSA letter certification. 

All three are operated outside 
UK waters from onboard mother 
ships. Each is powered by a single 
Yanmar 4LHA-STP 240hp engine, 
with propulsion provided by a 
Hamilton Jet 213 waterjet with fully 
laden speeds of up to 27.5 knots.  
The vessels operate as general 
work boat and crew transfer vessels 
in offshore oil and gas fields and 
can carry two crew including the 
helm and up to six passengers. This 
latest order came about through 
Saipem being extremely happy with 
the quality and handling abilities of 
the first two boats.

“This latest order 
came about as offshore 
operator, Saipem 
is extremely happy 
with the quality and 
handling abilities of the 
first two boats”

Met Police 
commission 10m 
RIB for 2012 
Olympics
With the Olympics just around the 
corner and the need for extremely 
complex anti- terrorism measures to 
be in place, The Metropolitan Police 
awarded a contract to Delta to build 
a 10m robust and manoeuvrable 
vessel to provide policing on the 
Thames and waterways around 
London for the Olympics in 2012. 
The boat supplied in February 2012 
is a Delta 1000TX Pilot/ Police Boat 
Code 2 certified and is propelled by 
Twin Volvo Penta D4 (600Hp) with 
Volvo Penta sterndrives, so making 
it very powerful, fast and highly 
manoeuvrable, capable of achieving 
39knots, fully laden. The vessel 
has 4 seats and can carry 4 crew, 
including the helmsman.

“The Metropolitan 
Police awarded a 
contract to Delta to 
build a 10m robust and 
manoeuvrable vessel to 
provide policing on the 
Thames and waterways 
around London for the 
Olympics in 2012”

Delta’s 6.5m, 
launched from 
onboard Steve 
Irwin helps in 
the fight against 
whaling fleets
Operation Divine Wind, a whale 
defence campaign in the Southern 
Ocean; Conducted by Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society 
(SSCS) and documented on Animal 
Planet’s award winning Whale Wars 
uses a 6.5m delta, davit launched 
from onboard Steve Irwin, Sea 
Shepherds flagship vessel. 

SSCS is an organisation who aim to 
disrupt and hinder the operations of 
Japanese whaling fleets through the 
use of tactics; including the launch 
of their high speed Delta RIB, used 
to board whaling vessels and to 
foul the whaling vessels props 
with ropes thrown overboard after 
manoeuvring into the vessels path.

“Your Delta played a 
major role in our fight 
to stop the Japanese 
whalers from poaching 
whales in the Southern 
Ocean Whale Sanctuary. 
The driver and team 
captain of our Delta 
is Chad, a 26-year old 
from Pennsylvania. 
He is a highly skilled 
driver and even when 
the Japanese harpoon 
ships are trying to 
run us over we have 
confidence in both 
Chad’s driving skills 
and the performance of 
the Delta. Chad wears a 
vest with big letters on 
the back that says ‘Delta 
Forever’. He loves it”
 

“Delta was asked to put a Union Jack alongside its livery to show that this 
was a British-built quality boat”
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