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New roof for war memorial
The very special bus shelter in the Square 
has had a facelift thanks to Councillor 
Gibb-Gray and the military.

About three years ago at a St Georges 
Day Parade Councillor Brendan Gibb-
Gray mentioned to Lt Col Mike Kelly, 
the CO of 47 Regiment that the bus shel-
ter was in fact a War Memorial erected 
by the Royal British Legion in 1951. 
Looking closer at the shelter, it was 
covered in various coats of paint and dirt 
I determined to rectify this.  Lorraine 
Clode, the chair of the ERA at the time 
and Councillor Brendan Gibb-Gray 
were fully supportive as was the CO. 
The EBA and ERA offered to pay for 
the equipment needed and 47 Regiment 
asked for ‘volunteers’ to paint, scrape 
and clean the frame.

The roof, however, was a different 
problem. One Saturday morning I was 
standing looking at it when a chap 
selling Everest Double Glazing in the 
church hall noticed this and came over. 

“You don’t see many roofs like that over 
here”, he said. It turned out that he had 
been in Canada treating similar roofs 
and said whatever you do don’t paint it, 
which of course is what I was going to 
do!  Apparently, painting seals in any 
moisture and rots the wood. Cleaning 
the roof, took an awful lot of work as 60 
odd years of dirt, moss and grime had to 
be scraped off.  At about the time that the 
shelter was erected, there were Canadian 
Engineers stationed on Thorney Island 
digging up the pipe mines that had been 
laid during the war as an airfield denial 
measure in the event of an invasion. This 
is probably where the roof design came 
from, but this is a supposition. 

While we were rubbing the paint down 
in preparation for painting, a resident 
asked if we could sort out the end seats.  
These were at an odd angle that sloped 
up and were most uncomfortable to sit 
on. Fortunately, one of the soldiers was 
a carpenter and he set to with a will to 

rectify this.  At the same time, Lorraine 
arranged for some of the windows 
to be replaced with transparencies of 
old photos. I suggested that to make it 
more recognisable as a War Memorial it 
might be appropriate to have a suitable 
inscription written on it. The Kohima 
epitaph, ‘When you go home tell them 
of us and say for your tomorrow we gave 
our today’ seemed most suitable.  Once 
completed the bus shelter looked really 
good and has been treated with respect 
by everyone.

Earlier this year, I realised that the 
shelter needed some more TLC and the 
CO of 12 Regiment, Lt Col Giles Malec 
willingly offered to ask for volunteers. 
The soldiers really enjoy being involved 
in community activities and chatting to 
all concerned.  However, when treating 
the roof tiles, it became obvious that a 
number were rotten and in fact the whole 
roof needed replacing. Brendan Gibb-
Gray again stepped in and arranged for 
HBC to pay for the cedar tiles, Peter 
Weston from JPG Builders of Emsworth 
contributed their time and expertise for 

free as did Kevin of Rowland Castle 
scaffolders with Abnor Tool Hire pro-
vided the fencing. Jo Dyer, the chair of 
the ERA and the committee kindly ap-
proved the necessary incidental finance.  
On 1 September, the work started and 
was completed in a week. The new roof 
is tremendous and once it weathers in a 
few months, will blend in to The Square 
much as it once did, hopefully to last for 
many years to come.          Chris Hallam

Barefoot Editor 
goes crabbing
There was a good atmosphere at the 
Emsworth Food Fortnight Market on 
27 September. I had just taken on ed-
iting this edition of The Ems and was 
determined to enjoy the market. John 
Tweddell was taking photographs as I 
chatted with Pete the fisherman at the 
‘Fresh from the Boat’ stall. This picture 
was the result. Next to me, holding the 
lid is Catchbox volunteer, Elizabeth 
Barnard. 

Catchbox is a type of cooperative 
known as ‘Community Supported 
Fishery’. Catchbox is a type of food buy-
ing group, working with small fishermen 
who use responsible methods, so that 
we can enjoy delicious, locally caught 
seafood with a clear conscience. They 
are a not-for-profit community co-op, 
completely run by unpaid volunteers. As 
well as Chichester and Emsworth, they 
have members in Worthing and Brighton 
for more details visit: www.catchbox.
coop.

As well as supplying Catchbox and 
selling direct at local produce markets 
‘Fresh from the Boat’, Pete supplies lo-
cal restaurants and our own Emsworth 
Fishmonger, Micky Starr with local 
fresh fish on the day they are caught. 

Richard Jannaway

Community 
christmas
This Christmas in Emsworth you 
don’t have to be alone. Members of 
the local community in the Emsworth, 
Southbourne and district are coming 
together on Christmas day to offer com-
panionship, laughter, festive food and 
entertainment for anyone on their own 
on that day.

The organisers, Annabel Smith, Jessica 
Bateman and Kathy Adams who are lo-
cal residents, have teamed up together to 
offer a free Christmas day celebration in 
the heart of Emsworth. This local com-
munity project has been born out of the 
recognition that Christmas day can be a 
lonely day for many and a belief that no 
one should be alone on Christmas day 
(unless they want to be). 

This is a chance for people to make 
new friends, creating bonds in the com-
munity that can last further than the 
single day. Come and enjoy other peo-
ple’s company, share the true meaning of 
Christmas with others.

Anyone on their own can come, it’s 
not dependent on age or religion, you 
may be retired, bereaved, separated from 
family or simply alone. 

We are looking for volunteers on the 
day and in the run up to the event who 
want to join in the fun and contribute to 
its creation. 

Help is needed with transportation 
to and from the venue, helping in the 
kitchen, serving Christmas dinner, carol 
singing, making tea and coffee, joining 
in the entertainment. 

This is a new venture and the organ-
isers are looking for support from local 
businesses and residents to donate food 
and money. This is a not for profit event.

The day will involve transport to and 
from the event if needed, a two course 
lunch, singing Christmas carols, you can 
watch the Queen and a festive team quiz.

Do you know of anyone who would 
enjoy this day? Those alone can be quite 
isolated and need encouragement. To 
nominate someone, to volunteer, to con-
tribute or if you have any other enquiries 
email us at esdcommunityxmas@gmail.
com or telephone 01243 373789.
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Emsworth - Winner - British Food Fortnight Harvest Heroes Competition 2014
News has just reached The Ems of a top 
award being won by Emsworth Food 
Fortnight. 

The competition was run as part of 
Love British Food’s bring Home the 
Harvest Campaign in association with The 
Telegraph. 

This is a tremendous achievement by the 
team of Alistair Gibson, Giles Babb, Jeff 
Crate and Lulu Bowerman who organised 
the Food Fortnight. It really puts Emsworth 
on the food map in the UK. The team has 
been invited to a presentation from the 
Secretary of State for the Environment, 
Food and Rural affairs during the coming 

week. The news was first announced in the 
Sunday Telegraph at the weekend. The Ems 
says a very big thank you and well done 
from the residents of Emsworth. The next 
issue of The Ems will have the full story.

Heronshaw playing at the Local 
Food Market, just one of the events 
at the award winning Emsworth 
British Food Fortnight


